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Newsletter 
 

How quickly time flies. Itôs amazing to think that we have been open for over a year!! We would like to 

express our sincere thanks to all those who have referred cases to us during this time and hope we 

can be of further assistance in the future. 

 

In that time we have seen a wide variety of species; Storks, Toucans, Rheas, Peacocks as well as 

lots of Parrots, Raptors, Chickens and Ducks with a wide variety of presentations. Below are a few 

articles that you may find interesting.  

 

KEYHOLE CASTRATION QUIETENS COCKEREL! 

 
We were recently approached by a client who had purchased a couple of young 
chicks to hand rear as future layers and companion birds (Fig 1). Unfortunately one 
of the two turned out to be a rather handsome cockerel who started doing what 
cockerels do at 5am which is to announce the start of the day with a rather 
impressive crowing session. Being in a town the owners became concerned that 
his behaviour was not going unnoticed by the neighbours. He was also getting quite 
aggressive with the hen and occasionally the owners themselves (Fig 2). 
They had tried keeping him in until a reasonable hour, and then attempted to re-
home him to a more rural location, all to no avail. At this point they decided to seek 
medical advice. 

We initially suggested hormone treatment which 
is used in parrots and laying hens with breeding 
related disorders such as excessive laying and egg 
peritonitis. Unfortunately in this case it made no appreciable difference to his 
behaviour, which if anything was starting to get worse. 
With all other avenues explored and having discussed the real possibility of 
having to put him down, we could only offer one other potential solution, that of 
surgical castration. Chemical castration or 'caponisation' which has been 
performed historically to produce 'capons' and improve meat quality is now 
illegal due to the risk of such substances entering the food chain. 
With bird's testicles found internally and closely associated with major blood 
vessels and kidneys this is not a procedure to be undertaken lightly. 
 
Conveniently as part of his avian residency program at the University of 
Minnesota our vet Richard Jones' Masters project was on the surgical 
sterilisation of falconry birds. In the US, hybrid species of raptor (which are very 
versatile and therefore popular as falconry birds) can only be flown if surgically 
sterilised or imprinted on man, the idea being that on the rare occasion they 
become lost they would be unable to breed with any of the native wildlife. 
As such, although a challenge and not without risk as explained to the owners, 

such an endoscopy guided procedure 
was at least familiar territory!! 
Fortunately although taking almost an 
hour (as a surgical approach is 
required either side) the operation 
went without a hitch and the bird went 
home the following day (Fig 3-8). 
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Over the next couple of weeks the wounds healed uneventfully and the crowing reduced substantially (as 
interestingly did his comb and wattle size!) until now 2 months post op the owners describe him as content, 
friendly and virtually silent (Fig 9). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRAPPED BIRD OF PREY SOARS AGAIN 

We were recently called in to help an injured buzzard that had got 

himself stuck in a sewerage drainage channel. 

Paul Owens of United Utilities had come across the stricken bird 

whilst undergoing routine checks at the plant in Acton Bridge.  The 

bird which had likely entered the channel of its own accord either 

whilst hunting or looking for somewhere to bathe had become 

trapped, with plumage soaked and due to the steep sides of the 

channel he was unable to clamber out. The hawk which may have 

been in there for a 

couple of days was 

exhausted and in desperate need of veterinary attention.  

After some words of advice from Richard Jones at the clinic, Paul 

draped his jacket round the by now weak and particularly smelly 

hawk, and rushed him to Knutsford in the heated foot well of his 

van. 

 

 

The bird was checked from top to toe and surprisingly aside from losing some weight; scraping his wing tips and 

blunting his talons on the concrete walls attempting to escape there were no other major injuries. He was given 
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IV fluids to rehydrate him and once stable bathed and blow dried to remove all the effluent from his plumage that 

he could have ingested during preening.  

A hood was used to cover his eyes during the procedure which dramatically reduces any stress of handling. He 

was also tube fed with a mixture of electrolytes, antibiotics and activated charcoal to help bind up any ingested 

material.  

As a wild bird he was obviously quite nervous in captivity but when left alone in a heated kennel he began to eat 

well. 

 The buzzard responded well to treatment and after a 

couple days had regained his normal body weight. Even 

though he now looked a picture of health in order to make 

sure he was indeed fit for release he was test flown using a 

long light line or ócreanceô. The creance which is attached 

to the birds óanklesô via light leather straps or ó jessesô,  is 

used by falconers in the early stages of training and is the 

equivalent of an extending leash on a dog. Using this 

technique staff were able to assess his flight capabilities, a 

test he literally passed with flying colours.  

 

It was important to get the bird back to his territory as soon as possible as 

breeding season was already upon us and he may well have had a mate 

waiting. Paul was obviously determined to prevent a recurrence and as 

such had already built an escape route at one end of the channel using 

stumps of wood. 

Two days after admission and after sharpening his blunted talons to 

ensure he was still able to hunt Richard and Carli met Paul at the site. As 

a reward for all his hard work and as compensation for sacrificing his 

jacket Paul was given the job of releasing the bird back to the wild which 

he later described as an óawesome experience he would never forgetô 

 

 

 

As soon as the buzzard took off a female which was no doubt his mate got up from a nearby wood and came to 

join him. As they were circling together she called constantly which was no doubt the buzzard version of ówhat 
sort of time do you call this then!! 
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RAPTOR FIRST AID COURSE 

 

Our raptor first aid courses continue to prove popular. The course is 

suitable for anyone with an interest in raptors, and aims to provide a 

good knowledge of basic first aid and its use in the field, in a relaxed 

atmosphere  

Richard and Carli give lectures on avian anatomy and physiology, 

disease recognition and diagnostics and first aid techniques. During 

the afternoon attendees take in the Gauntlet flying demonstration, 

which includes the 12-16 strong team of red and black kites with the 

occasional eagle and vulture. The last section of the course is a 

practical session giving the delegates the opportunity to practice what 

they have learned during the day with both Richard and Carli on hand 

to offer advice.  

 

A few comments from previous delegates 

 

ó..... a very enjoyable and informative day...ô  Patrick D 

 

ó....very informative, good to be able to have a go and learn new 

skills...ô Steve D 

 

ó...a great course I would recommend it to anyone interested in 

birds, I learned loads in a friendly atmosphere....ô Vicki B 
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